Our Impact
The Illinois COVID-19 Response Fund is proud to provide critical services and support in
communities across the state. Thanks to the generosity of over 2,800 donors, ICRF has raised
more than $30.5 million, more than half of which has already been distributed to 62 unique
nonprofit organizations.
In its first two rounds of funding, the ICRF made $10.5 million in grants to local community foundations, United Ways,
and direct service providers across the state to address basic needs of those especially vulnerable to COVID-19. ICRF
has heard stories about the impact, which we are sharing in a new portal found here. These stories include:

A MOTHER-DAUGHTER DUO IN WILL COUNTY
are now able to provide health services to uninsured patients
at the Bolingbrook Christian Health Center because of a
regrant from the ICRF to the United Way of Will County. The
mother, Rosa Chamorro, translates while her daughter, Rosario
Chamorro (pictured on the right), screens patients in the
parking lot, rain or shine. The team is now properly equipped
with Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), and in just one
week, has provided medical care to 74 patients in need.

A GRANDMOTHER IN KANKAKEE COUNTY, caring for three of her grandchildren, is receiving help with
rental assistance through a grant to the Area Agencies on Aging in Illinois. She receives no child support from the
parents, as they are not working due to the virus and not providing any support for the children. The grandmother
uses her entire Social Security monthly check ($780) for electric, water and gas. The funds were able to assist her
with two months ($1,550) rental assistance. The head of the social service agency helping said her fear was that if the
grandmother did not get financial assistance quickly, she would become homeless and lose custody of her grandsons.

BLESSING S IN A BACKPACK, a program led by Renee Hart, known as “Mrs.
Hart” by many, received an ICRF re-grant through the Galesburg Community
Foundation to help increase the number of individuals and families receiveing
emergency food in her hometown of Williamsfield, Illinois. The bags, filled with
groceries from Ladds Grocery Store, are packed by volunteers and delivered by the
Williamsfield School District. “We were ordering more food to feed more people and
our financial resources were quickly dwindling as we operate on donations. I was
getting very worried,” said Mrs. Hart. “We knew we would need to serve more people
in our community as we have many elderly residents who cannot go out at this time.
We are now serving people of all ages and we range in families from 1 member to
10.” What initially started as Blessing Bags for 20 school children, is now serving 52
families, or 125 people. “I don’t ever want any kiddo to go without food”, said Mrs.
Hart, and expressed her gratitude for the grant, noting that they now “don’t have to
worry as much about how we will continue purchasing the needed food.”

A young mother with a three-year-old is being assisted by THE GALESBURG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AND THE JAMIESON COMMUNITY CENTER IN MONMOUTH, ILLINOIS, which is home to a large
immigrant population, many of whom work at a Smithfield Foods processing plant that experienced a COVID-19
outbreak. This young mother just started a new job before the onset of COVID-19 and signed a lease to move into
her own apartment. Unfortunately, she lost her job due to the crisis but could not afford the $125 to turn the water
on in her apartment. She was buying gallons of water at the grocery store and showering at a friend’s house. The grant
provided by the ICRF and its partners enabled her to turn her water back on and ensure access for the coming months.
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